Rightly or wrongly, the French Canadian still feels that this is the attitude of people towards him in the United States. (3) It is well to bear this thought in mind from the outset, because it has had an influence on the retention of Canadian institutions, and explains numerous questions which have arisen concerning them.
NUMBERS AND DISTRIBUTION
Exact figures of the number of French Canadians in the United States are impossible to obtain, and estimates do not agree. The Guide Officiel Franco-Américain, which is prepared by a staff of investigators, gives approximately 2,949,394. (4) Another source estimates by important states as shown in Table 1 . They may be said with safety to number between 2,500,000 and 3; 000,000 souls. 
LIFE IN THE UNITED STATES
The life of the average French Canadian in the United States centers about a few fundamental institutions. These consist of his family, the Roman Catholic Church and its parish to which he belongs, the school, the societies in which he has a membership, and the press. However, the greatest force operating for group cohesion is the Canadian French tongue.
The feeling described in the opening quotation of this article explains a tendency towards strong group loyalty. This may be explained by the philosophy which underlies the French Canadian's attitude towards the institutions of other countries. He believes that culture is a thing apart from a land and should not be confused with allegiance and political loyalty. The culture or soul of the Canadian Frenchman is something to be cherished and preserved wherever it may be found. He believes that by retaining his French individuality and tradition, with all they imply, he can make his greatest contribution to the country of his adoption. Thus it is that his institutions are like those of Canada, especially those of Quebec. He can swear loyalty to the United States in English with honesty and conviction; but he prays, writes, sings, and talks in French, delighting in his French ancestry and background. He explains that this is not to be interpreted as a state within a state, but that by conserving his customs, traditions, and language he enriches the community in which he lives. He is a moral force which cannot be absorbed.
Family
In much of the literature pertaining to the French Canadians both in Canada and in the United States, one of the chief points of preoccupation seems to be survival. This has led the French Canadian to adopt in family matters a point of view diametrically opposed to that of his brother in France, who advocates small families. In Canada, with its climatic rigors and rule by an alien race, he has become convinced that survival depends upon large families. The famous example is the Dionne family. This idea he has brought with him to the United States, and large families are the rule. He describes them as patriarchal dynasties with a strong moral and social basis.
Church
Next to the family in molding the French Canadian comes the church and the parish. He points with pride to the fact that the Church of Rome models his character and nourishes him in his spiritual and social wants. His parishes are modeled on those of 
School
Schools rank next in importance. Approaching the problem of survival with special emphasis on language and culture, it is not surprising that the Canadian Frenchman fears to entrust the education of his children to "strangers," especially where the school is unilingual and requires the child to learn a tongue different from that of his home and culture. Therefore parochial schools have been established throughout the country to meet elementary and secondary school demands. There are also a number of convent schools, which have as their function the training of girls in the ways of the French Canadian and of the church. To climax the educational structure, a number of institutions of higher learning have been established both in this countrv and in Canada. Three of these are Assumption College in Worcester, Massachusetts; St. Michel in Winooski, Vermont; and Mont Saint-Charles in Woonsocket, Rhode Island.
The following figures (9) are the most reliable obtainable at the present time: children in parochial schools, 141,212; parochial schools, 606; convents. 33; colleges, 10.
Associations
French Canadian life is also intimately intertwined with a number of associations. Two of the earliest were the Société Lafayette and Société Jacques Cartier, both founded in 1848, the former in Detroit, the latter in St. Albans, Vermont. There are however, two chief organizations. One is fraternal, Société Saint-Jean-Baptiste, founded in 1850 by Gabriel Franchère, with large branches at Springfield, Massachusetts, Detroit, and Meriden, Connecticut, and now known as L'Union Saint-Jean-Baptiste d'Amérique.
The other is L'Association Canado-Américaine, founded in Manchester, New Hampshire, November 26, 1896, to tie the French in the United States and Canada together and to publish material which is of value to the understanding of the Franco-Americans and to further their interests. There are a number of other associations with specialized interests, for example, La Société l'Assomption, cercle des Étudiants, Association Professeurs Franco-Américain, Association Médicales Franco-Américaine, Ligue Civique, Légion Franco-Américaine, and others.
Press
One of the chief influences in holding the French people together is their extensive press in the United States. It has been forced to yield somewhat to the influence of the American newspapers, but it has succeeded in retaining its individuality and French quality. J. Benoit maintains that the French press is superior in organization and activity to that of any other ethnic group in this country. The outstanding figure in the establishment of this press was Ferdinand Gagnon, whose work occurred during the period between 1860 and 1890. 
Transition
The French Canadians are in the same state of transition as many other minority groups in this country. The professional people and those with higher local education are being subjected to the impact of their American environment, and in a number of instances there is evidence that they are growing indifferent in their French Canadian interests. Josaphat Benoit deplores their lack of fiery nationalism and complains of their apathy to things French and Canadian. He calls for union among them. (11) Here too, as among other minority groups, the second and third generations are less and less enthusiastic about the institutions of their forebears. The most serious problems seem to grow out of the lessening of interest in religion and language. English and Protestantism are making inroads on old and cherished institutions. In fact, it is possible that in spite of his high ideal to preserve his culture and language intact, the French Canadian may become amalgamated into the great American people. If this does take place, a colorful group, with its songs, stories, and lusty joy of living, will be lost to our civilization.
POLITICS AND THE WAR
The French Canadians have held every position of major political importance in the United States with the exception of the presidency and a justiceship on the Supreme Court bench. Their political strength is not uniform throughout the country, but where they are densely settled, their influence is considerable. In Manchester, New Hampshire, for example, they are strong with an estimated 14,000 voters, and they control roughly about 45 per cent of the total vote of the city. It is inevitable, in view of what has been said, that such a group should tend to be politically unified and that it should band together for political influence; yet in all fairness it should be observed that that influence has not been used to capture all the important political offices, which it might easily have done. On the other hand, the Franco-American bloc is a substantial power, not only in Manchester but throughout New Hampshire, and is of increasing importance in the other New England States.
It is impossible to be accurate in such a small space, but in general it seems that a little more than half of the present French Canadian population are native born. The older members of the community are not only more intent upon the retention of things French Canadian, but they are the ones who have difficulty in the matter of naturalization. There seems to be no serious question of naturalization.
As to the war, France is the mother country from which all Canadian Frenchmen or their forebears originally came, and their love for her is great.
Their hearts are sad in her hour of trial and they are united in their determination that when the war is over there shall not be a divided France, but that once again she shall rise in her former glory and might. But here their united determination ceases. They are divided between Vichy and Free France, and as has been expressed to the writer, they believe that until the United States takes a position exclusively one way or the other, the Canadian French in the United States will support the side of their personal choice.
As far as loyalty and support of the war effort are concerned, the Canadian French take the view that the United States has been attacked. They are supporting and will support to the fullest the war efforts of this country. The large number of French Canadians in the American forces during World War I has been duplicated by a similar number today. In industry and in the professions they are contributing their share for an American victory.
